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SHORT STORY 


Moonstone 


It was dark, and the moonstone shards glittered on the cave ground, their beauty 
shown only by starlight. Cassandra sat staring at her hands. They shook, red with 
pain. Again, she dug into the ground with her dark palms, feelings the rocks and 
gravel underneath them etch away any sense of peace. It seemed the only way to 
pass the time until Luna came back. 


She wasn't sure how long it had been, but her girlfriend had left her there a 
while ago, she knew that. She had been waiting and waiting for her to come back. In 
the meantime, she'd wait some more. Wait in regret. 

Two months ago, when Luna got tangled into all of this, she had bestowed 
upon Cassandra a moonstone necklace. Moonstone was both Cassandra and Luna's 
birthstone, bless her for remembering. Cassandra remembered it like yesterday. 
They'd been standing in Redpark Forest, Luna with a serious look on her face. 

“Take this,” she’d said, placing her hand on Cassandra’s. 


Cassandra had felt something smooth and cold. When Luna drew her hand 
away, Cassandra had glanced down at the necklace. 

“Wow, she had breathed, taking it all the iridescent beauty. She had looked 
up at Luna, smiling sadly. 

“Keep that with you, Cass. It’s yours now. When you need to think of me, use 
It.” 

“Use it?” Cassandra had replied. Now she chuckled. She had been so oblivious. 


Luna had kissed her and promised she'd understand what she meant one day. 
She still didn't. 


Cassandra had also promised something then - promised she would keep it 
with her. But then Luna left her in a forsaken rock shelter, the only light from the 
entrance and the hole in the roof. It hadn't been quite a day, Cassandra thought, or 
maybe just over one. She still didn’t know why Luna had left her there. Filled with 
anger towards the girl she once considered the love of her life, she had smashed the 
necklace on the ground. In this instance, she stared in horror at what her emotions 
had led her to only minutes ago. 


“Cassandra?” 
She jumped up, grabbing the stick she had kept by her side ever since that 
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badger came by. She squinted at the figure standing at the edge of the cave. 

“Who are you?” 

The figure walked closer and Cassandra dropped her weapon. 

“Luna!” She ran towards her, hugging her tightly. It was only a second until 
Luna pushed her back. 

“It's good to see you, too, Cass, but time is of the essence, and...” She trailed off 
when she caught sight of something behind Cassandra. 

“Is that..the necklace?” 


Cassandra turned back and felt guilt wrap its icy fingers around her. “Um...well, 
| was angry.” 


“It's fine,” Luna decided quickly, the edge of hurt in her voice. “Let’s just go.” 
She picked up the moonstone pieces and grabbed Cassandra’s hand. She bolted, 
leaving as quickly as she had arrived and pulling Cassandra with her. 


“I'm sorry it took so long,’ Luna murmured as they ran. “| had to take care of 
something.” 


Cassandra nodded. A piece of Luna’s hair whipped at her face. She nudged it 
out of the way, but not before she saw it. Her blonde girlfriend’s locks had become 
white in less or just over a day. Cassandra’s eyes widened. Looking closer, she realized, 
her hair was glowing. 


-Tallulah Sewell Barrett, The Victoria Voice School Newspaper 


WORD OF THE WEEK 


pauciloquent 
pau-cil-oqu-ent 
adjective 
Using few words when speaking 
-Nathaniel Sorochan 


CONTACT US: 


Email: vsanewspaper@icloud.com 
Website: vsanewspaper.com 
Twitter/Facebook/Instagram: Q@vsanewspaper 
Google+/YouTube: The Victoria Voice 
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S.W.A.A.G. stupent WEex AT A GLANCE 


Monday, May 7 


- Wellness Centre Closed 

- Beginner Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 11:37 — 12:10 p.m. in Room 1258 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) at lunch in Room 2422 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) 3:15 — 4:00 p.m. in Room 2112 

- Intermediate Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 3:30 — 5:00 p.m. in Room 1258 

- Victoria Senior Boys Soccer Game Vic v. Edmonton Christian 4:15 — 5:45 p.m. Main 
Sports Field 


Tuesday, May 8 


- Learning Centre Closed Today 

- Wellness Centre open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

- High School Track and Field Mini Meet — 10:00 — 4:00 p.m. at the Foote Field 
- Math Help Sessions (7-12) at lunch in Room 2422 and 2110 

- School of Your Dreams’ Working Group at lunch in Room 1241 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) 3:15 — 4:00 p.m. in Room 2112 and 2423 

- Advanced Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 3:30 — 5:00 p.m. in Room 1258 


Wednesday, May 9 


- Mental Health First Aid all day in the Admin Conference Room 

- Wellness Centre open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

- Smudge Ceremony (morning) 8:30 a.m. in Room 1121 

- Intermediate Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 11:40 — 12:10 p.m. in Room 1258 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) at lunch in Room 2422 and 2111 

- Elementary Choir (Grade 3 — 6) 3:20 — 4:15 p.m. in the Secondary Choral Room 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) 3:15 — 4:00 p.m. in Room 2112 

- Victoria Senior Boys Soccer Game Vic v. Maurice Lavallee 4:15 — 5:45 p.m. Main 
Sports Field 


Thursday, May 10 


- Wellness Centre open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

- Smudge Ceremony (morning) 8:30 a.m. in Room 1121 

- Advanced Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 11:40 a.m. — 12:10 p.m. in Room 1258 
- Elementary Hot Lunch 

- High School Leadership at lunch in the Basement Multi-Purpose Room 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) at lunch in Room 2110 

- Math Help Sessions (7-12) 3:15 — 4:00 p.m. In Room 2112 


Friday, May 11 


- Wellness Centre open to Students and Staff from 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

- Beginner Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 11:37 — 12:10 p.m. in Room 1258 

- High School Leadership at lunch in Basement Multi-Purpose Room 

- Running Club Practice (Elementary and Junior High) at Lunch in the North Gym 
- Math Help Sessions (7-12) 3:15 — 4:00 p.m. In Room 2112 

- Smudge Ceremony (afternoon) 3:20 p.m. in Room 1121 
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RECIPE 


Great Green Salad 
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Ingredients: nol 

- 4 tablespoons olive oll 

- 2 tablespoons white wine 
vinegar 

- 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

- 1/2 teaspoon salt 

- 1/2 teaspoon ground black 
pepper 

- 1] pinch white sugar 


- ] teaspoon chopped fresh 
parsley 


- ] teaspoon fresh lemon juice 
- 2 cloves garlic, chopped 


- | avocados - peeled, pitted, and 
Cubed 


- 4 cups mixed salad greens 
- 1/2 cup sliced almonds 
- 2 ounces feta cheese, crumbled 
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Instructions: 


1. In a large bowl, whisk together 
the olive oil, white wine vinegar, 
mustard, salt, pepper, sugar, 
parsley, lemon juice and garlic. 
Add the avocado, and stir to 
coat with the dressing. ADVERTISING 

2. Just before serving, add the 
salad greens, and toss to coat 


with dressing. Sprinkle sliced : 
| 
almonds and feta cheese over Get Noticed! 


the top. All advertising services are FREE to all staff 
and students at Victoria School of the Arts! 


Submit your advertisement here: 


-Nathaniel Sorochan, from all vsanewpaper.com/advertise 


recipes.com 
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WEATHER 


14-Day Forecast 
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May May May May May May May May 
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Wow, there is a lot of rain in this forecast! The plants will love it! 


Next Weekend Forecast 


Fri (Night) Sat (Day) Sat (Night) 
May Tl May 12 May 12 
Mainly clear Mainly sunny Clear 
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WEEKLY TRIVIA 


What year did Edmonton become a city? 


A. 1904 
B. 1886 
C. 1887 
D. 1920 


VV JOMSUY 


WEEKLY RIDDLES 


lam weightless but can be seen. Put me in a bucket and I'll make It lighter. 
What am I? 


s|OYU VW UeMsUuYy 


What do you see once In a year, twice in a week, but only twice in forever? 


7 Jens] aul ueMmsuy 


How many people are dead in a standard grave yard? 


{U9 JO ||\V JeMSUY 


A plane crashes directly on the border of the US and Canada. Where do 
they bury the survivors? 


jSJOAIAINS AING },UOP NOA USMSUY 


What season does Humpty Dumpty hate the most? 


i|JPE4 SUL JeMsuUy 
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COMPUTERS 


BSBEBBO Cee Te** we 








| Know most of you like computers. | Know because | do too. Whenever a screen Is 
on | immediately am drawn to It like a magnet! Even when my computer time Is up 
| try and go on other accounts and the iPad too! | think that basically anything that 
has a screen Is an immediate addiction. It's super weird that | do it but maybe thats 
just normal or something. Screens are hard on your eyes If you look at them for to 
long. So tell us, which website do you like best? 


Email: vsanewspaper@icloud.com 


-Matilda Barron, The Victoria Voice School Newspaper 
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THE SCIENCE CORNER 


Blobs in a Bottle 


Materials: 


- Aclean 1 liter clear soda bottle 

- 3/4 cup of water 

- Vegetable Oil =e 
- Fizzing tablets (such as Alka Seltzer) 

- Food colouring 





Method: 


|. Pour the water into the bottle. 

2. Use a measuring cup or funnel to slowly pour the vegetable oil into the bottle 
until it’s almost full. You may have to wait a few minutes for the oil and water 
separate. 

4. Add 10 drops of food colouring to the bottle (we like red, but any colour will look 
great.) The drops will pass through the oil and then mix with the water below. 

4. Break a seltzer tablet in half and drop the half tablet into the bottle. Watch it sink 
to the bottom and let the blobby greatness begin! 

5. To keep the effect going, just add another tablet piece. For a true lava lamp 
effect, shine a flashlight through the bottom of the bottle. 


What’s going on? 

To begin, the oil stays above the water because the oil Is lighter than the water or, 
more specifically, less dense than water. The oil and water do not mix because of 
something called “intermolecular polarity.” That term is fun to bring up in dinner 
conversation. Molecular polarity basically means that water molecules are attracted 
to other water molecules. They get along fine, and can loosely bond together 
(drops.) This is similar to magnets that are attracted to each other. Oil molecules are 
attracted to other oil molecules, they get along fine as well. But the structures of 
the two molecules do not allow them to bond together. Of course, there’s a lot more 
fancy scientific language to describe density and molecular polarity, but maybe 
now you'll at least look at that vinegrette salad dressing in a whole new way. 


When you added the tablet piece, it sank to the bottom and started dissolving and 
creating a gas. As the gas bubbles rose, they took some of the coloured water with 
them. When the blob of water reached the top, the gas escaped and down went 
the water. Cool, huh? By the way, you can store your “Blobs In A Bottle” with the cap 
on, and then anytime you want to bring it back to life, just add another tablet piece. 


-Nathaniel Sorochan, scicncebob.com 
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REMINDERS 


Here are just a few simple reminders: 


e Please do not open doors to school-tell people to go to the front. 
e Festival of the Arts May 31 to June 2-tell your parents! 
e This week Is Mental Health Awareness Week. 


e ALL families using yellow bus please go to the next year tab in SchoolZone and fill 
out the yellow bus thing so the people who run the yellow bus will Know who's 
going on the bus. 


-Matilda Barron, The Victoria Voice School Newspaper 


ASK MARLIA 


Dear Marlia, 


lam at school in 4th grade. My friends are annoying me and i can’t get any work 
done! My teacher always blames It on me and never believes me when | say that it’s 
my friends doing it! | always get a C- in all my classes with her even when | do my 
best! What should | do? 


-Failing in everything :( 


Dear Ms. Failing 


| am in school just like you are and | know what to do with annoying friends 
who are just like yours! | found it best to just stay out of the way of your friends 
during class time and when and if they bother you just put a hand up and say 
“talk to the hand!” They'll get the message eventually. Try that! 


-From Marlia 


Email your questions to vsanewspaper@icloud.com 
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CODING 


Resources for coding this week: 
e Scratch (Sscratch.mit.edu) 


Coding languages this week: 
e Block (drag and drop) 





Block Code: 


Block code Is very easy to use. Each block has its own command tn javaScript. How 
to create something with is you drag and drop the command that if you “cut in 
half” would show you the javaScript of that command. Some examples of resources 
that use block code are Scratch and Hour of Code. 


Scratch: 


Scratch is a public website that allows you to post what you make to the world and 
make anything you like. Videos are something that you can make. You can also 
create games. You can recreate things you see somewhere. You can make anything 
you want on Scratch. You can also make things private for only you to see. 


-Zoe Cogger, The Victoria Voice School Newspaper 
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